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Governor’s Budget Recommendation Conforming Bill
Public Broadcasting
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to public broadcasting; amending s.
1001.26, F.S., providing a primary purpose; amending

restrictions on uses; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1001.26, Florida Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

1001.26 Public broadcasting program system.-

(1) There is created a public broadcasting program system
for the state. The department shall provide funds, as
specifically appropriated in the General Appropriations Act, to
educational television stations qualified by the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting or public colleges and universities that are
part of the public broadcasting program system. The program
system must include:

(a) Support for existing Corporation for Public
Broadcasting qualified program system educational television
stations.

(b) Maintenance of quality broadcast capability for
educational stations that are part of the program system.

(c) Interconnection of all educational stations that are
part of the program system for simultaneous broadcast and of
such stations with all universities and other institutions as
necessary for sharing of resources and delivery of programming.

(d) Establishment and maintenance of a capability for

statewide program distribution with facilities and staff,
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provided such facilities and staff complement and strengthen
existing educational television stations.

(e) Provision of both statewide programming funds and
station programming support for educational television to meet
statewide priorities. Priorities for station programming need
not be the same as priorities for programming to be used
statewide. Station programming may include, but shall not be
limited to, citizens’ participation programs, music and fine
arts programs, coverage of public hearings and governmental
meetings, equal air time for political candidates, and other
public interest programming.

(2) (a) The public broadcasting program system, shall use

its employees and resources for the main purpose of broadcasting

the actions and business of state or local government;

(b) As much as feasibly possible, the public broadcasting

program system shall cover all formal proceedings of state

government, including meetings of the Florida Legislature and

its committees, meetings of the Florida Supreme Court, public

meetings of boards that develop rules and regulations dictating

policies in Florida, media briefings held by state elected

officials, leadership of the Florida legislature and

secretaries/executive directors of Florida's executive and

cabinet agencies.

(3)42> The Department of Education may employ personnel,

acquire equipment and facilities, and perform all duties

necessary for carrying out the purposes and objectives of this

section.
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